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For the next four weeks, 
ace trumpeter Brownman 
will lead four different all-star 
quintets through four eras of 
the legendary trumpeter Miles 
Davis’ illustrious career.

The theme of tonight’s show 
at Trane Studio is Birth of the 
Cool & Kind of Blue — Post 
Post-Bop Miles.

“Throughout his career, his 
musical explorations caused 
him to turn his back on five 
eras of jazz in order to move 
forward,” Brownman (born 
Nick Ali) says. “And that’s 
what makes him one of my 
greatest influences and one 
of the most important figures 
in jazz — his courage to move 
forth into the blackness of the 
unknown.

“The ‘cool’ period was the 
first time he did this,” he adds. 
“Miles turned his back on 
bebop and walked away. In my 
mind’s eye, I often see him as 
maybe shaking his head and 
muttering, ‘Enough bebop! 
Time for something new!’ And 
to him — the simplicity and 
less frenetic approach of cool 
jazz represented that.”

In order to pay proper trib-
ute to each period of Davis’ 
career, Brownman handpicked 
the musicians who’ll play with 
him. Finding artists “who play 
in the moment and who can 
play together as a cohesive 
unit” was key, he says. 

Joining him tonight will be 
pianist Adrean Farrugia, bass-
ist Jon Maharaj, drummer 
Anthony Michelli and tenor 
saxophonist Pat LaBarbera.

“Adrean’s one of my favour-
ite piano players, Anthony can 
play anything you give him, 
and Jon just got back from 
studying in New York City and 

has all kinds of new and excit-
ing things in his playing as a 
result,” Brownman says.

“And if you want a man who 
can channel (John) Coltrane 
like no other, you call Pat 
LaBarbera,” the Trinidadian-
born multi-award winning 
horn player says. 

“He’s a legend in Canadian 
jazz and he was one of my 
teachers at the Banff Jazz Pro-
gram when I was younger, so 
it’s an honour to stand next to 
him.”

Plugg e d Nickel  — The 

Shorter Years is the theme 
of next Friday’s show; From 
Bitches Brew to Tutu — Electric 
Miles happens Oct. 23, and the 
series concludes Oct. 30 with 
Doo Bop — Had He Lived.

8 p.m. $20. Trane Studio, 
964 Bathurst St. For more 
info, call 416-913-8197 or visit  
brownman.com.

Tell me why?
On its own, the song, Why?, 

off Heidi Happy’s CD, Flowers, 
Birds, and Home, is a poignant 
love song that’s hard to get out 
of your head.

But, by adding subtle beats 
and deeply personal lyrics 
to the Swiss singer-songwrit-
er’s tune, D-Sisive has trans-
formed Why? into an even 
more powerful tune about lost 
love from two points of view.

“Ninety per cent of  my 
songs are autobiographical 
and this song is no different,” 
he says. “The only difference 
is that to get into the head-
space of my previous songs, 
I’d have to go back a few years, 
look at photos, try to remem-
ber as much as I can.”

D-Sisive says he decided 
to turn Why? into a duet five 
minutes after hearing it, add-
ing that penning his pain 
on page for the new version 
was easy since he was going 
through a similar situation.

“It practically wrote itself,” 
D-Sisive says. “I’d f----d up 
something amazing and was 
willing to do whatever it took 
to get her back.”

To hear the track, go to 
dorightmusic.com/news.

Earlier this week, SOCAN 
awarded D-Sisive and Rob-
ert Barker its fourth annual 
ECHO Songwriting Prize for 
the song, Nobody With a Note-
pad. SOCAN is the Society 
of Composers, Authors and 
Music Publishers of Canada.

Errol Nazareth’s 
Rhythms N Rhymes column 

appears every Friday.
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HarbourKIDS: 
Respect is a 
wonderful three-day, 
multi-arts festival 

for kids aged 5 to 12. 
One of the many musical 
highlights is a performance 
by a rockin’ pop sextet 
comprising students from 
Alpha Alternative School. 
For full details, go to  
harbourfrontcentre.com/
harbourkids.

Kwame Younge & 
DJ Dave Campbell 
bring their monthly  
funk, soul, house and 

reggae dance party to Lula 
Sunday. 10 p.m. $10. 

Digging Roots 
celebrates the release 
of its CD, We Are, at 
the Mod Club Tuesday. 

8 p.m. Tickets are $10 and 
available online through 
ticketpro.ca.
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Walking in 
footsteps of 
legend Miles
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American jazz trumpeter Miles Davis — shown here in concert in 1987 in Tel Aviv — is the 
subject of a tribute spread over four weeks at Trane Studio. The first one is tonight.


